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A grand old Victorian mansion on Sydney’s North Shore
received a stylish renovation in a British Colonial style,
with the central laundry and mudroom a comforting hive
of activity and functionality. Previously a small office, the
rejigged space enjoys direct access from the driveway,
allowing the family of five who live here to drop their bags
and shuck off their shoes before entering the house. It’s
also linked to the kitchen, and houses multiple appliances
so they can stay on top of washing in between meal prep.
“As the family’s primary entry point, we wanted it to exude

|

immediate warmth and character, a welcome-home hug
so to speak,” says Erica Georgis, design director at Home
By Belle. “We introduced warm, wooden tones and soft
greys and greens to the otherwise more monochromatic
look of the rest of the home, and included plenty of places

to hang bags, leave shoes and store life’s necessities.”
Home By Belle, homebybelle.com.au

What was the brief for this space? To create a beautiful laundry that the
owners would enjoy being in. It needed to be more than a utilitarian
space, inspired by rustic-looking coastal USA mudrooms and laundries.

Any must-have inclusions? Ample bench space for clothes to be folded,
direct access to the outdoors and clothesline, multiple in-drawer hampers
for sorting and storing washing and plenty of storage and shelving.

Your top laundry design tips? Always include a hanging rail for delicate
items to be hung and dried away from direct sunlight, and also underfloor
heating to help dry and heat the air and aid the clothes-drying process.
What do the owners love about this space? The owner is so thankful for
the convenience of open shelving, pull out hampers and the glorious ‘drop

zone’ when you walk in the back door. The copious shoes and cleats that
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